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AIJNOUI^CEMEUT:    Well,  if  there  isn't  Uncle  Abe  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture.    Looks  like  he  is  going  hunting.     He  seems  to  be  cleaning  up  and  oiling 
up  his  old  shot-gun.     Jimmy  must  be  around  somewhere  close.     That  boy  loves  to 
hang  around  his  Uncle  Abe           ah,   there  he  is  now   


JIM;    Where  you  going.  Uncle  Abe? 

mCI£  ABE:     I'm  going  duck  hunting.    Maybe  I'll  bring  you  home  a  wild  duck  to  eat*- 

JIM;    Uncle  Abe   

UNCLE  ABE:  Yes? 

Jli-'r.      Are  wild  ducks  kin  to  tame  ducks? 

UNCLE  ABE:      Sure  as  shootin'.    I.lost  all  kinds  of  tame  ducks  originated  a  long 
time  ago  from  the  wild  greenheaded  Mallard  duck.,  That  is,  all  ducks  except  one 
kind  called  the  Muscovy.     It  was  developed  from  a  wild  South  American  duck. 

JIM;         Well,  if  our  tame  ducks  came  from  the  greenheaded  Mallard,  why  are  most 
of  them  white? 

UNCLE  ABE:  Probably  because  the  folks  who  tamed  them  preferred  v/hite  feathers, 
""hey  probably  chose  ducks  that  happened  to  be  white.     You  know  that  eider-down 
quilt  your  mother  has?    That  is  stuffed  with  feathers  from  the  nest  of  the  eider 
duck. 

JIM:      From  a  duck's  neet?  — 

UNCLE  ABE:      Oh,  yes.     You  know  ducks  are  careful  about  lining  their  nests.  The 
Mother  duck  plucks  the  under  feathers  from  its  own  breast  to  make  a  blanket  to  pro- 
tect the  eggs.     iVhen  the  mother  duck  has  to  leave- her  nest  for  food,  she  carefully 
covers  the  eggs  to  keep  them  v/arm.     Some  mallards  have  their  nests  in  this  country* 
Most  of  them,  however,  have  their  nests  in  Canada.     But  when  the  weather  gets 
cold  ana  the  ponds  begin  to  freeze,  most  of  them  start  their  long  flight  to  their 
winter  feeding  grounds  in  this  country.     Every  fall  they  fly  south.     Every  Spring 
they  fly  back  North  again. 

JIM:     Do  they  go  back  to  the  very  same  place  every  time. 
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UNCLE  ABE;  Yes,  they  probably  do,  unless  conditions  m^e  it  necessary  for  them  to 
go  to  some  other  place, 

JIM:  How  do  they  find  their  way? 

UlJCLE  ABE;    Now  you've  got  me,  Jim.  Just  how  a  wild  duck,  or  other  bird  for  that 
matter,  knows  how  to  find  his  way  is  still  a  mystery.    There  are  many  groups  of 
ducks.     One  of  the  favorite  routes  is  down  through  the  Mississippi  Valley  to  the 
Gulf,     Another  route  leads  to  the  marshes  near  the  Great  Salt  Lake  in  Utah.  Still 
other  ducks  and  geese  come  by  way  of  the  Great  Lakes,  or  down  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
to  Chesapeake  Bay.     In  order  to  find  their  way,  they  must  have  some  sense  of  di- 
rection we  don't  have. 

^:         Maybe  the  daddy  ducks  show  them  the  way. 

UIJCLE  ABE;        That's  not  likely.       In  fact,  we  know  in  a  good  many  cases,   the  daddy 
ducks  all  get  together.     They  start  south  long  before  the  young  ducks  are  ready 
for  the  trip.     The  young  ducks  who  have  never  made  the  trip  before  seem  to  have  no 
trouble  in  finding  the  winter  home  of  their  own  duck  folks.     But,  of  course,  ducks, 
young  and  old,  do  occasionally  get  lost. 

J IM ;        Do  they  make  long  non-stop  flights  as  Lindy  did? 

UNCLE  ABE;        So;.:e  of  the  geese  make  a  non-stop  flight.     Geese,  ducks,  and  swans 
are  ail  close  kin  you  know.    Most  ducks  like  the  mallard  take  it  easy,  stop  along 
the  way  to  rest  and  feed. 

JIM;     How  fast  do  they  travel  when  they  are  flying? 

UNCLE  ABE;     Oh,  about  50  to  60  miles  an  hour.     If  they  get  scared,  however,  they 
can  speed  up  to  SO  or  even  more  miles  an  hour, 

JIM;      What  other  kinds  of  ducks  are  there  besides  mallard? 

UiXLE  ABE :     Well,  the  mallard  is  one  of  the  most  nurp.erous.     Mallards  nest  in  summer 
in  a  belt  up  North  which  reaches  almost  around  the  world.     As  I  saia  av?hile  ago, 
most  all  our  tame  ducks  originated  from  the  mallard.  But  our  tame  ducks  in  this 
country  -/ere  originally  brought  here  tame  from  the  Old  .Vorld.     The  iriallards  on  the 
other  side  the  oce'5n  were  the  ones  which  were  t?^med  a  long  time  before  Anerica  was 
ever  settled.     But  mallards  9re  pretty  easy  to  teme.     In  places  where  no  hunting 
is  allowed    they  soon  find  out  they  are  safe.     I've  fed  wild  ducks  in  the  harbor 
v.here  no  shooting  was  allowed.     They  seemed  to  be  just  as  tame  as  tame  ducks.  Just 
tside  the  harbor,  where  they  were  not  "orotected,  they  were  as  wild  as  the  wildest, 
_:iere  are  a  niwiber  of  other  kinds  of  ducks  and  they  have  a  lot  of  queer  names  in 
different  places.     But  there  are  three  raain  duck  groups.     There  are  fish  ducks 
which  have  bills  especially  suited  to  catching  fish.     Then  there  are  the  shallow- 
water  ducks,  and  the  deep  water  ducks.     Our  tame  ducks,   the  mallard,  and  a  number 
of  other  wild  ducks  are  the  shallow-water  kind.     The  canvasback  duck  is  the  best 
known  of  the  deep  '.7ater  kind. 

JIM:         How  can  you  tell  them  apart? 
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UHCLE  A3^:     Oh,  that's  easy.     The  m^llara  has  a  -reen  liead.but  the  canvas  back  3 
reddish  head.     The  mallard,  a  sh2llow-water  duck,  is  usca  to  getting  his  food  in 
shVlow  water.     He  just  tips  uo  his  tail  and  thrusts  his  head  down  to  get  the  food. 
The  canvasback  originally  got  his  food  in  deep  water,     he  aives  down  after  it. 

Jhn:         Kow  far  down  does  he  go? 

UI'JCLE  ABE:      Oh,  he's  quite  a  diver,  V/e  have  records  of  ducks    ca\ight  in  fish  nets 
t  fi  depth  of  150  feet,  or  more.     They're  wonderful  divers.     The  wild  duck  is  a 
iderful  bira,  5iiy  way  you  t^ke  him, 

JM:        You  say  that  o\ir  taxne  ducks  came  from  mallards.     Where  aid  our  tame  geese 
come  from. 

LIICL£  ABH.;      They  were  tamed  thousands  of  years  ago  in  Europe  and  Asia.     They  were 
originally  wild  geese  much  like  our  Canada  goose.     '*/hile  we're  talking  about  wild 
ducks  and  geese,  I  v.ant  you  to  remember  that  we  used  to  have  more  wild  ducks  and 
geese  than  we  have  today.     If  we  are  going  to  save  them,  so  we  can  have  ducks  to 
hunt,  we've  got  to  take  care  that  we  don't  destroy  their  feeding  grounds.  People 
sometimes  drain  marshes  which  are  no  good  for  farming  and  which  are  fine  winter 
homes  for  our  wild  ducks. 

Did  you  ever  hear  about  some  of  the  wild  birds  which  used  to  be  so  plentiful 
in  this  country,  but  7;hich  have  now  disappeared  entirely.     For  instance,  did  you 
ever  hear  about  the  wild  pigeons? 

JIM:      Tell  me  about  them,  Uncle  Abe, 

UHCLE  A££:     I'm  getting  reaay  for  my  duck  hunt  now.     Remind  me  about  it  next  week 
end  I'll  tell  you  the  story  of  the  pigeon. 
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